Be Not Afraid

Father Louis Guanella is a Saint!

by Bishop John M. LeVoir

On Sunday, Oct. 23, I was privileged to be present at St. Peter’s Square in Rome for the canonization by Pope Benedict XVI of Blessed Louis Guanella, founder of the Daughters of St. Mary of Providence. These are the women religious who operate the Divine Providence Community Home in Sleepy Eye.  

Msgr. Eugene Lozinski, pastor of the Church of St. Mary in Sleepy Eye, was with me. Sr. Lucy Tardivo and Sr. Mary Lynn Rakowski, who are at the Divine Providence Community Home in Sleepy Eye, as well as Sr. Janet Kosman, who was in Sleepy Eye for several years, were also there. They were ecstatic that their founder was being canonized.  In addition, there were thousands and thousands of Guanellian priests and sisters, and those associated with the Guanellian movement, who attended the celebration.

The weather that day was beautiful.  The sun was shining and the canonization Mass was celebrated outside of the Basilica of St. Peter.  The crowd attending the Mass filled St. Peter’s Square. At the Mass, I prayed especially to St. Louis Guanella for our diocese.  

There were two others who were canonized at the Mass that day.  They were Blessed Guido Maria Conforti and Blessed Bonifacia de Rodriguez de Castro. Archbishop Conforti was born in Italy in 1865.  He founded the Xaverian Missionaries in 1895 and was bishop of Ravenna and later of Parma.  Born in Spain in 1837, Sr. Bonifacia Rodriguez de Castro worked to improve the lives of poor female workers.  She co-founded the Servants of St. Joseph, who offered work to poor unemployed women.

Fr. Luigi (Louis) Guanella was born in Italy in 1842.  He dedicated his life to the care of the poor and needy.  He founded the Daughters of St. Mary of Providence in 1881 and Servants of Charity in 1908.  The Holy Father said that St. Louis Guanella was a “... companion and teacher to the poorest and the weakest, their comfort and relief.  Love of God made him desire the good of the people in his care, in the tangible reality of everyday life.”  Commenting on the necessity of helping the poor, St. Louis Guanella himself would tell his companions:  “It is impossible to stop as long as there are poor people to be helped.”  

About the three saints, the Holy Father said:  “Let us be attracted by their examples, let us be guided by their teachings, so that our whole existence becomes a witness of authentic love for God and neighbor.”  

During the liturgy, relics of the three saints were brought to the Holy Father. Carrying the relics of St. Louis Guanella was 30-year-old William Glisson Jr. from the Philadelphia area.  William was the victim of a severe head injury when he was 21. Through the intercession of Blessed Louis Guanella, he was miraculously healed.  This miracle was accepted by the Holy Father as proof that Blessed Louis Guanella was in heaven.  

On Monday, Oct. 24, Msgr. Lozinski and I were able to celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving for St. Louis Guanella inside the Basilica of St. Peter. There were many priests and a dozen bishops who concelebrated. There were many, many laypeople in the congregation. The main celebrant was Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Vatican Secretary of State.  Given that Cardinal Bertone is the Secretary of State, we were able to concelebrate at the main altar in St. Peter’s. Only the Holy Father and those to whom he gives permission are able to celebrate Mass at the main altar. At the consecration, I was one of six bishops who stood at the altar with Cardinal Bertone. It was an unbelievable privilege to stand where the pope stands when celebrating Mass.

While in Rome, I was able to make a pilgrimage with Msgr. Lozinski to the four major basilicas: St. Peter’s, St. Paul’s Outside the Walls, St. Mary Major, and St. John Lateran.  St. Peter’s is built over the tomb of St. Peter and is best known for hosting papal Masses and audiences.  St. Paul’s Outside the Walls is built over the tomb of the Apostle Paul.  Recently, his tomb was discovered underneath the main altar of the church. St. Mary Major is the largest church in Rome dedicated to the Blessed Virgin. St. John Lateran is the cathedral church of Rome and thus the pope’s cathedral.  Because of this, it is called the “Most Holy Lateran Church, of all the churches in the city and the world, the mother and head.” While in all of these churches, I prayed for our diocese.

I was able to visit with Deacon Aaron Johanneck, one of the seminarians of our diocese who is studying at the Pontifical North American College in Rome. Deacon Johanneck arranged for my transportation in Rome and also arranged for two Masses that I celebrated at the Pontifical North American College.  We were also able to go out to dinner. 

I was so pleased to make this pilgrimage to Rome. I always try to make my travels to Rome spiritual journeys. They are also a reminder to me of the universal nature of the Church of which the Diocese of New Ulm is a part.
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¡Padre Louis Guanella es un Santo!por

Obispo John M. LeVoir

El Domingo, 23 de Octubre, tuve el privilegio de estar presente en la plaza de San Pedro, Roma para la canonización del Santísimo Louis Guanella, fundador de la congregación de Hijas de Santa María de la Providencia. Ellas son las religiosas que trabajan en la Divina Providencia en Sleepy Eye. 

Msgr. Eugene Lozinski, párroco de la Iglesia de Santa María en Sleepy Eye, estaba conmigo. Hna. Lucy Tardivo y Hna. Mary Lynn Rakowski, trabajan en la Divina Providencia en Sleepy Eye, así como Hna. Janet Kosman, quien vivía en Sleepy Eye el año pasado estuvieron presentes también. Ellas estaban con un gran entusiamo por la canonización de su fundador. Además, hubieron miles y miles de sacerdotes y religiosas y asociados al movimiento de Guanella, que asistieron a la celebración. 

Hubieron otros dos que fueron canonizados ese día, Santísimo Guido Maria Conforti y Santísimo Bonifacia Rodriguez y Castro.  Arzobispo Conforti nació en Italia en 1865.  El fundó a los misioneros de Xaverian en 1895 y fue el Obispo de Ravenna y después de Parma.  Hna. Bonifacia Rodriguez y Castro nació en España en 1837 y trabajó por mejorar la vida de las trabajadoras pobres. Ella fue la cofundadora de las Misioneras Siervas de San Jose, que ofrecieron trabajo a las mujeres pobres desempleadas. 

Padre Louis Guanella nació en Italia en 1842.  El dedicó su vida al cuidado del pobre y necesitado. El fundó la Congregación de las Hijas de la Divina Providencia en 1881 y de la Orden de los Siervos de la Caridad en 1908. El Santo Padre dijo que Santo Louis Guanella fue un “...compañero y profesor de los más pobres y de los más débiles.  El amor de Dios hizo que él deseará el cuidado de la gente a su cuidado, en la realidad tangible de la vida cotidiana.” Comentando respecto a la necesidad de ayudar a los pobres, Santo Louis Guanella diría a sus compañeros: “Es imposible parar mientras haya pobres que ayudar.” 

Sobre los tres santos, el Santo Padre dijo: “seamos atraídos por sus ejemplos, guiados por sus enseñanzas, de modo que nuestra existencia entera se convierta en un testigo del amor auténtico para Dios y su prójimo.” 

Durante la liturgia, las reliquias de los tres santos fueron traídas al Santo Padre. William Glisson Jr. de treinta años y de Filadelfia llevó la reliquia del Santísimo Louis Guanella. William fue victima de una lesión severa en la cabeza cuando tenia veintiuno años. Con la intercesión del Santo Louis Guanella, se curó milagrosamente. Este milagro fue aceptado por el Santo Padre como prueba que el Santísimo Louis Guanella estaba en el cielo. 

El Lunes, 24 de Octubre, Msgr. Lozinski y un servidor tuvimos la oportunidad de celebrar la Santa Misa de Agradecimiento por Santo Louis Guanella en la Basilica de San Pedro. El celebrante principal fue Cardenal Tarcisio Bertone, Secretario del Estado del Vaticano. Dado que Cardenal Bertone es el Secretario de Estado, pudimos concelebrar en el altar principal de la Basilica de San Pedro. El Santo Padre y a los quien él da permiso pueden celebrar la Misa en el altar principal. Durante la consagración, yo fuí uno de los seis obispos que estaba en el altar con Cardenal Bertone. Fue un gran privilegio estar en el mismo lugar donde el Santo Padre celebra la Santa Misa.
